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TERMS OF REFERENCE
SPECIALIST TO PROVIDE TECHNICAL SUPPORT IN THE AREA OF STRATEGIC INFORMATION 
I. 
BACKGROUND
The HIV epidemic continues to be a public health concern in Viet Nam. According to Ministry of Health reports, there have been 210,703 cumulative cases of HIV infection in Viet Nam including 61,669 patients with AIDS and 63,372 AIDS related deaths as of 31 December 2012.  The epidemic in Viet Nam remains concentrated among key populations. 
The Strategic Information Specialist will support the generation of information on the HIV epidemic and the response, to inform and guide decision-making and implementation of AIDS policies and programmes at national and provincial levels.
II.
PURPOSE
The main objectives of this position are to support the UNAIDS Country Office in the area of the generation and analysis of strategic information for policy and programme decision-making.
iii.
scope of Work
The specialist will conduct the following tasks: 
· Support the work of the national HIV Strategic Information/ Monitoring and Evaluation Technical Working Group
· Facilitate the adaptation of relevant indicators, and review of the national HIV Monitoring and Evaluation framework, and HIV routine reporting system
· Support government counterparts with the harmonisation and coordination of multiple monitoring systems into one national HIV Monitoring and Evaluation system
· Provide technical support for the implementation of the ongoing costing and cost effectiveness activities with regard to the Treatment 2.0 pilot programme including providing assistance with the hiring and ongoing supervision of consultants
· Assist VAAC and the national consultant to ensure timely submission of the 2014 GARP Report
· Provide technical support to the Estimates and Projections (EPP) Technical Working Group in the dissemination of the current round and development of the new round, using data from 2013  
· Collation, analysis and synthesis of data on country situations and responses, and responding to data related queries from the UNAIDS Headquarters , the Regional Support Team in Bangkok and the UN Resident Coordinators Office and other partners in Vietnam 
· Utilization of HIV expenditure tools at national and provincial level and provide support to Vietnam Administration for HIV/AIDS Prevention and Control (VAAC) Global Fund Project Management Unit to carry out NASA 2014
· Support strengthening of surveillance activities including HSS and HSS+, MARPs size estimation exercise and case reporting improvement efforts, under the leadership of VAAC and in partnership with other stakeholders
· Data collation, analysis and dissemination of the progress made in achieving Universal Access, UNGASS commitments and MDG 6, in close collaboration with VAAC, UN M&E TWG and other partners
· Provide technical support to VAAC to develop a strong application for the GF by supplying the data and analysis required under the New Funding Model
iV.
Time frame
· Duration of assignment:  12 months, with a possibility of extension 
· Duty station:  Hanoi, Viet Nam 
Please note that this is a limited duration contract. There is no obligation on the part of UNAIDS to extend it beyond 31tst December 2015.
V.
deliverables
· Monthly activity reports to be submitted to the UNAIDS Senior Strategic Information Advisor, under the overall direction of the UNAIDS Country Director, to document progress and achievements 
•
Supporting the Government of Viet Nam to produce high quality strategic information on the national HIV response – including data analyses, reports, publications and advocacy materials – as required in the UNAIDS Country Office workplan. Assignments may include, but are not limited to, the development of:
· Global AIDS Progress Reports
· EPP/Spectrum estimates
· HIV Sentinel Surveillance, including behavioural surveillance
· AIDS Epidemic Model estimates
· Key population size estimation
· One Plan results-based management
· National AIDS Spending Assessments
· HIV response programme evaluations 
· Global Fund financial and programmatic gap analyses
· HIV response resource needs estimates and sustainability assessments
· Stigma Index and other special quantitative and qualitative studies
Vi. 
Guidance & Monitoring
· The successful candidate will work closely with VAAC and the other key stakeholders, under the guidance of the UNAIDS Strategic Information Advisor and the overall direction of the UNAIDS Country Director.
· The Specialist will submit all deliverables to the UNAIDS Country Office through the Strategic Information Advisor and for the ultimate approval of the UNAIDS Country Director.
VII.
PROFILE OF THE CONTRACTUAL PARTNER
· Post- graduate qualifications in Health, Public Health or a related academic field 
· Minimum experience of 5 years in the field of strategic information/M&E, preferably in the area of HIV
· Demonstrated ability to mobilize a wide range of stakeholders at the national and provincial levels
· Demonstrated experience in facilitating a participatory consultation process with a wide range of stakeholders at the national and provincial levels
· Demonstrated experience in collecting, analysing and reviewing quantitative and qualitative surveillance and programme data, preferably data related to HIV
· Experience in the generation of epidemic and epidemic response models, preferably HIV epidemic and response estimates and projections
· Demonstrated experience of managing national and international consultants and facilitation of their work with other stakeholders
· Previous experience of managing substantial budget and supporting contracting process, such as development of Terms of Reference, and preparing budgets
· Understanding of the national AIDS programme, legislation and organizational structure of Viet Nam, including an understanding of the national HIV surveillance and M&E system, would be an asset
· Excellent verbal and written communication skills in both English and Vietnamese
· Report writing, editing skills
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